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.iobert  S.Cberfelder 
Was  born  in  IJew  York  December  the  Eighth  1655, 

Was  hired  by  the  late  Isaac  Oberielcer  to  cume  to  Council  Bluffs 
to  work  for  Oberfelder  and  Ee\vman,in  i^pril  lb74. 
While  in  Omeha,  one  day  1  v/as  introduced  to  the  i'resiöent  of 
the  Union  Paoitfio  H.R.  S.S.H.Olarke  by  Gen  G.it, Dodge, of  Council 
Bluffs  and  he  gave  me  a  pass  to  Oheyenne  and  return. 

A  few  v;eeks  latter  1  went  to  OJ.eyenne  enu  the  train  remf.inea  e  t 
Sidney , UebraBka  20  ::iinutes  Tor  bi-eakit-yt  c-.nC-  v/hile  there  met  seme 
friends  of  mine  from  Jouncil  i31"uff8  and  they  informed  me  tliet  tigere 
was  no  store  v.liru^h  while  in  Sidney  ami  icr  me  to  start  a  stcee  here 
end  that  1  would  do  v/ell« 

On  my  return  from  Cheyenne  the  next  nite  1  reme.ined  o^er  one  day 

at  Sid^ney  to  give  it  the  once  over. 

There  Vv-as  only  a  few  buildings  then  in  town  but  the  out 
look  for  Sidney  was  good.a.s  t'nere  y>a?  a  Goverment  Fort  at  the  ed^'e 
of  the  Town  (Fort  Sidney)  v/ith  abo-ut  1000  ccloiers  r.nd  q  company 
of  Indian  scouts  Commanded  by  the  latei»    Frank  North, and  then 
they  commenced  building  large  v;arehouses  where  freight  for  Deadwcod 
,Hapid  City,  Fort  Shariden, Nebraska, Spotted  Tail  Indien  Agency 
Red  Cloud  Indian  Afrency.Fort  Hobinson.Fort  Mead  rnd  man.y  other 
ooints  v-^as  forv:arded  .•■r.r   then  m&n.y  l-^rf'e  f  ordv/aro  inrf  'Jorapanies 
started  up  such  as  r'rttt  rnd  j'erris,    -antz  r-nd  'Zon,    Dickerpcn  c.na 
Jewett  and  many  more  and  then  tiie  booin  started. 

V/hen  1  returned  to  Omaha  1  sooke  t(    my  brother  Joseph  was 
was  bookeeper  for  liax  lieyer  and  3ros  rnd  they  only  v/orked  him 
16  hours  a  d^y,  and  told  him  what  1  though  of .the  move  so  he  left 
It  all  to  me* 

1  spoke  to  the  late  Isa^.c  Ocerfelder  and  at  first  he  did 
not  think  very  raucl;  cT  it  birt  at  la.- I  },e  coniBented  to  help  us 
SO  the  i'irm  of  überfeiner  and  Company  was  started. 

The  members  of  the  firm  v/as  Isasc  Überfelder,  Joseph  Oberfelde 
and  myself. 

1  think  that  ray  bcother  end  self  had  about  560.00  but  Isaac 

Cberf elder  had  good  credit  and  1  returned  to  Sidney  in  1B76  and 
rented  from  C.A.lloore  a  store. 

Cur  first  stock  v/ar  mostly  pocds  that  Oberfelder  and  ilev.-man 
of  Council  Bluffs  conld  not  sell  in  there  ptore  and  then  ::r, Isaac 
Oberfelder  v;ent  to  Chicago  to  buy  the  stock  of  boots    and  they  wes 
the  same  class  that  was  used  many  years  before  that  and  was  not 
very  saleable  but  we  soon  commenced  to  buy  goods  ourselves  then 
v/e  started  to  do  businesis.   V.hen  "'e  started  we  had  about  3.000.00 
stock  but  in  less  than  4  months  we  commenced  to  discount  ou  ■  bills 
and  then  the  store  commenced  to  make  money. 

1  rented  a  oart  of  the  store  to  THe  Black  Hills  Stage  Co  for  an 
office  and  as  the  first  train  arrived  at  4  A.M  we  had  to  open  the 
store  and  from  that  time  on  It  was  known  all  over  the  country  as 
the  ALL  NIGHT  store  ae  we  never  closed  until  18  so  you  see  we  put 

In  long  hour 8 t 
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ei 

e  to\m  and  nite  life 


th«  ^JjrLrS  *''°7  hundred  strane-es  In  town  dally  and 

l^^'^  spring  of  76  but  in  the  stamer  of  78  bu^lne-^  r* 

eot  v^Y  dull  as  the  steam  boats  took  the  freight  from  Omahi  ?o' vo;t 
^^i!J''55^^''L°J*^''  business  fell  off  ovfr  faO  peroent  sj  1  iit 

tt  paid  but°?f  ?\arto"l„"-?  ^^^^''^  1 

<i  paia  Dut        1  haa  to  do  it  again  1  dont  think  1  would  fnn\-^-] 

il  ^wioe'^St  as°rf??  IT^  "^"-^  "-^^^^  h„rf  but  :-:"hel'd^'' 
J'^kejI^lharurfor'^Lrleari:  ' 

It  been  to  the  Interest  of  Isa^o  Oberfelder  who 

er  been  to  Sidney  until  wr  <>nv»  hi™  v,o,„n„  go  Thoiisp-nfl  ^oUflrs 


had  never  been  to  Sidney  until  we  ,^:ave  hlra  nearly 
for  nis  mnterest, 


^^^^  ^  niemter  of  the  firm  was  good  for  us  all  as  he  h«d 

a  gooa  credit  and  we  had  none  but  after  v;e  r^e-'i^e^ve  Pr^iorred  our 

-elaf  and^"'  '.^^I'T  ^'^"^  ^^^^^  driving  business 

I^rthe's^oc^^en/'^"'''  lor  ' 

-.^'L^r'!'^'®"'  V'ho  v.-ae  an  expert  at  books  ras  hired  by  manv  o^  the  hi^ 

^^f^i^<^^-  -n^--  h-dK?:^-"£  £ 


^^orked  verj^hard  but  at  the  same  time  showed  results  Pnd 
days  If  you  would  a-"sk  a  boy  to  work  like  we  di^  fl6  to  ?0  hour" 
they  would  report  you  to  the  goverment,  ' 


now 


In  1S8S  the  Union  Pacific  H.R. 
sell  there  land. 


commenced  to  start  a  boom  to 


ZtLrrjf  '  '""'"^^  ''"""^^^  '^"'^  rish^iaried"^ 
oomX  if  ^''"!  '^"^  ^'^^  homesteders  started 

oomming  i„  .  „ost  of  the.  men  .ho  never  lived  on  c  farm  but  -vorked 


therrfolS'lfJ^f^  "^i  "^^^  """^  ^""^  "^^^  "'"■"•^  °'  the        back  to 

It  and  then  they  knev?  1  ^L^'^  ^-^0  per  acre  for 

brother  in  iiew  LfHhatt  wariuil  and^^r^I'^^'  "^^^^  ^^^^ 

letter  from  him  but  2  davs  beforrf  •   ^f^fived  a  very  sharD 

offered  a  xjroflt  of  5  000  00  fn^tL    "^^^^^^  ^  ^^'^s 

but  1  v;ent  ao^  evert  f er  ^^^^  ^^'"^ 

mind  that  1  NEVER  'I'ouirceii  ii  ^-       ^''^f  ^""^  ^^'^^  "^^^^ 

get  a  lot  of  new  ^ettlero^hP  ^t?^i    f  oo^try  commenced  to  - 

to  grow  so  1  ^Aotleric\oTes  l^^^^^^  dpepole  corrrnenced 

that  then  the'farm  cost  mfand  ?n  a  shor^  ti^r.''^': 
acres  more    and  today  1  have  but  r  fJ  ilL^T  ^^'^ 

past  ae  gooa  ?o^?°  ^n^^J^v^^^"^,^.^,^ ^.r^lL^r^^^  0%^"^  ^''^ 

ere  oloX^urancl  aef"StlnP^on"« f  t^l^^^t""'  ^'''^ 

works  and  lighting  plants.  ""^  ^^^^  ^"^'^  *°  »"^l"  "^ter 

cash  only  L'"n  Une^^^hafa  blfh  1         tuying  for 

but  I  knew  that  Sod  oould  not  irv  r  ,5  Imooker  as  any  one 

it  being  used  some  t?Se  for  farms.  "  """""^^y  ''"1'°»* 

and  lovm'and^ft^onof thf^^l  't^ J? Uebraeka 
forgot  to  tell  yoS  thpt  thfSt^J»  ,!?"t..*k  ''^^"'^  P°''-'£  1 

land  in  every  tonnehlnb^t-w^  of  Ilebraska  ov,Bed  2  sections  of 

V  ry  LOTOishlp  but  they  ooulo  not  sell  it  but  lease  it.  ScU^i 

they  st.rvea  Z^^^'^i^!^' ^''^^^^I  1^^^^^.^^?'  '^^'^ 

Sidney  nnd^U^^^.f  ^„"^''It^alll?:?  h^l'  "^^IT'''^  to 
but  1  inforniea  him  to  try  end  %en        L  ?L    "^J*^*       ^''-^  ^tate 
near  the  sohool  land  but  thev  thoiith  Parties  that  had  land 

did  not  Show  up  at  throo«^?'^hoSse"so1"bo"ghr4^%?ri  " 

the  msnie  of  rll  o^r  farailv  '"«otlon  fo  1  aut  it  in 

a  rentel  of  15  oenL  Ser  'ore  nit  Jö^f"^  i*"*^  "  -'««^^  at 

vrlue  of  15  cents  v.hioh  male  it  aW?  Tin  ^  Interest  on  a 

640  acres  and  HO  lAXES.  ^^"'^  ''ent  for 

gave  them'the  ???st'^hance°to'b.r?^^\!^^!  -ar  it  and 

for  150.00  but  soon  ral"e^  tL  ^"^  ^  started  selling 

through  With  theS  ?  r^cet^ea  L-mu^h  as  7  ß6o°oS''i''"^r^  ^ 

and  then  every  one  ,vho  had  blught  leases  ie?«;«  ^^?  . 

in  them  but  1  bought  so  cheap  that  1  d?a  nÜ  ^^"^  ""^^^ 


that  cn^  Z.''^l  lool'^kTlirinr ^l'^  T^V/' 
1  dont  have  any  improvements  sTich  as  houses  on  anv  drv  -Pn^nn  t 

ehoot.  "  *°  «1««  away  and  1  „iu 
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1  Wae  the  first  man  in  the  State  of  Nebraslra  to  nut  in  Alfalfa 
at  that  time  it  was  not  Jmovv  as  iifalfa  but  lUCERIOt, 

1  p-at  In  10  acres  on  my  Lodgepole  Hanch  and  many  of  my  friends 
though  1  was  very  unwise  to  hreak  up  good  hay  land  for  that  weed 

1  bought  the  seed  from  a  sheep  man  from  Colorado  and  think 
the  seed  oame  from  Switzerland. 

A  party  near  Kearney  Hehraeka  put  in  a  large  amount  a  few 
years  latter* 

Born  in  Kew  York  City  December  the  Eighth  1866  quit  school 
when  1  was  12  years  of  age  and  Imnn  to  learn  the  trade  of 
upholsterer  and  decorator • 

Attended  flight  School    for  3  years  and  the  Cooper  ünion 
Literary  Claee.    -as  elected  iJ'ramatic  i.^irector  Murrv  H-in 
Dramatio  Asst.  and  vice  President  Jefferson  Literry  Union 

.  Left  Hew  York  in  1874 

HTas  Treasurer  of  the  Sidney  Fire  Dept    from  the  start  and  was 
elected  for  6  terms  until  1  had  to  much  money  so  they  elected 
another  party  who  left  town  between  2  days  ai^    the  i'ire  Dept 
never  received  one  cent  then  ihey  elected  me  again  and  the  same 
thing  took  place    after  that  they  elected  me  once  more  hut  1  would 
hot  take  it  so  that  ended  my  membership  in  the  Sidney  is'ire  Dept 

Am  the  only  living  Charter  member  of  i'rank  welch  Lodge  of  Masons 
Am  a  member  of  the  Sidney  Country  Club  and  Elks. 

Was  a  member  of  the  Omeiha  Athatiic  Club  from  the  start 

to  the  finish. 

Was  elected  President  Ar-pnoan  Exploration  Co  for  5  years  and  had 
charge  of  all  the  work  that  compnay  did  in  the  JPhilllpines 
and  had  more  recoedes  than  any  Company  in  America  as  1  received 
them  from  the  Spanish  Goverment  and  when  the  company  diS  banded 
turned  the  records  over  to  the  United  States  Goverment 

Talked  before  the  American  fining  Congress  at  Joplin  Mo  in  finnans 
November  1907 

Was  Presidentel  Elected  on  the  democratic  tiknln  ticket  in  1900 
r/as  appointed  Col  on  Gov  Shall enbergers  staff. 
VVas  elected  Mayor  of  Sidney 

Was  President  of  the  Nebraska  State  S'lsh  Commission  for  6  years. 


•v;a??er  is  kihgj  the  soil  its  qtjict" 
voLuin-  VIII,  ::ü.  mi,  r-rja.  ycsj:,  iiovLiosiu  X2,  leoo 


Cheyenne  Cotmty,  Hebraaka,  400  miles  vest  of  Qmalm,  contains  tr/o 
r.-iillion  acres  of  Isind,    fJ.-.r'Go  lYaiidrod  i=.nd  sovejcty-five  tliousand  of 
T;l-j.ich  a  re  midor  500  inilos  cf  irri,'.:a tin!.;;  canals,     iK^adlrif:  from 
t>or>c  c&iialii  are  1,G0)  ;:llus  ci'  lai-ei-ula,     Tlior^  are  10,000  aoros 
of  alfalfa,   forty- four  nilos  of  coMplotod  railroad  In  t.c  country, 
120  nilGS  projected;  :jf  cai>t\lc  projootoC,  a  id  .ill  \yai  tJ.n;; 

til©  rariio  v/and  of  cajiital. 

It  is  the  best-vatered  section  of  the  West,  crossed  by  the  L-orth 
Platte  River  in  the  nortlier  part,  tl'in  Lod.-^e  Pole  in  tlio  aaouthorn  ' 
part,   md  travorsed  b;-  tho  ?ijnp;:in  Geod,  Lawrence  T'ork,  Greenwood, 
Codar,  -iiTd  niuaoious  :ir:.all  mid  r-p:--l2i;_,  streauis» 

Irrlf-ation,  while  a  nov.'  indimtr^'  to  many  of  oixr  sottlers,   is  a 
practKlal  and  certain  ue  t.Ucv!  cf  a:-rif.viltyre ;  oractlcal  Vvocausc  it 
:ias  been  successfully  practiood  by  iriany  railliono  of  tho  i:ibabii:a- 
nts  of  tlie  earth  fron  tino  ii.monorial;  certain,  because    mdci-  t  ia 
system  are  to  be  foimd  in  all  a^-^s,  sinco  the  dat/n  of  civilization, 
tlio  riost  v/ealthy  antl  densely  populated  countries,  v/hioh  v.itliout 
irri-ation  woiild  reti^or'n  to  their  prlneval  condition,  md  tlieir 
jiiany  r.iillions  cf  people  to  barl)a.risr.i, 

üith  on  altitude  of  about  4,000  feot,  a  mild  clinatc,  -:m:.r:.i"ioont 
natural  hi^iiways,  and  illini table  piu:*G  v/oll-v/atcr  at  a'r.ioderato 
depth,  the  hedlthfulness  of  this  region  is  imsurpassed* 

Our  iMnense  area  of  grass  lands  provide  porpetual  pacturatre,  and 
stocl:  ri?.nninG  at  3a  rf:e  with  no  cthor  food  arc  marketable  at'tmy 
season  of  tho  year  sldo  by  aide  v/ith  .lastom  corn-fod  stock« 

Sidney,  tho  covmtv  scat,  a  city  ol'  S,000  inhabitants,   is  the 
Union  Pacific  division  point,  and  the  site  of  tlie  round  house,  tho 
repair  shops,  äxid  the  ignited  Statoc  i-and  office.     Ilore  are  exacHent 
stone  quarries,  operated  by  the  Sidney  Stone  Company,  fiu^nishlnf: 
limltlocs  linestono,  easy  cf  access,  aiid  of  a  ouperlor  quality. 
Giving  emplo^nnont  to  a  lar^e  number  of  people;  a  larfte  flo\ir  mill, 
isrith  a  cipacity  of  10)  barrels  a  day,  and  jrÄny  otlier  entorprlses* 
Sidney  ban  a  v20,000  public  Gchool_  buildirc  a  mfnif  xcontly 
equipped  panfionr^or  depot,  -.-.ozttnc.  '''1^3,000;  four  cniu'cbes,  with 
1  or t-:o' conrr orations  ,   and  several  li  r;;c  native-stone  Txiainoss  blockt  . 
During  the  Imrd  tines  of  the  imst  fev;  years  not  a  sinf-lc  failure  in 
business  has  occurrod  in  ioator:*!  ilobrasla« 

Pace  upon  pa^e  mlfjht  be  T/ritton  of  tha  \7onderfal  resources  yet  un- 
devoloped  in"  the  uestoni  portion  of  this  .  Toat  State. 

If  lrrif?;ation  caniK-'t  bo  called  a  panacea  for  all  the  evils  that 
afflict  ua  in  the  cities,  it  vdll  certainly  relieve  and  libera te 

feF4SidSaefotf^attä^S4§r9itf8ff^i±$f  ieith^MSlS^S^'g^^gl'^Sml^Wi^tor. 


"«o  .xl  T.'hos»ek  toTÄtffer  their  condition,  Choyerin©  Comity 
oxtondii  :  .reotins,  ^oc^  cheer  and  r  hoarty  Tf?olcorio.. 

Sidney,  Heb.  Josoph  Ober f eider 
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1    I  • 


CofitlnMH  from  r»»«  On* 

By  the  spring  <M  '76,  i,000  to  1,500 
strangers  were  airiving  in  Sidney  daily 
going  to  and  from  the  gold,  fields  and 
business  boomed. 

But  in  1978  business  got  very  dull 
wJHjn  supplies  to  the  gold  fields  begtfn 
being  shipped  up  the  Missouri. River  to 
Fort  Pierre,  S.D.  by  steamboat,  so  Bob 
bought  a  couple  of  ^utfle  horses  and 
b^n  traveling  brajäies  as  faraway 
as  soutliern  Montana  to  p^dle  his 
goods  He  recalled  that  he  encountered 
many  Indian  sc;ires  along  Uie  way  and 
was  held  up  twice,  but  never  lost  any 
money  because  tie  didn't  talce  any 
along. 

In  1880,  the  brothers  boughi  out  their 
Uncle  Isaac's  share  of  the  business  for 
nearly  |20»000.  About  that  time, 
numerous  cattle  drives  from  Texas 
started  moving  through  the  r^on  and 
business  boomed  agata 

JOE  BEGAN     keeping  b(K^ks  for 
many  of  the  large  drovers  and  the 
cowboys  were  *%a.ways/  accoixting  io... 
Bob.  paid  o£f  ih  ihe  stor^.  Undoubtedly- 
the  cowboys  would  make  purchases  in' 
thestore  then.  The  brothers  would  also 
buy  the  saddles,  shaps   and  other 
rigging  of  the-  cowboys  who  were 
retuining  to  Texas  by  train  and  ti^en 
repair  and  i:eselUhe  equipment  to  other' 
cowl:x)ys.  '  '  , 

*'So  you  se«  we  goit  ihem  comiii^^ 
going,  "Bob  wrote. 

<..■■*  . 

NOT  LONG  iiftenyards,  the  pioneer 
businessmen  gof  in  on  another  bonanza 
when   the   lajcKi   boom    began  and 

homeste^deig  ist^irted  flocking  to  the  . 

regian;.:^^-^r:?^ 

When  ■  mähy'^yü» .  <Mri0ni3.^se|;tlers . 
c(Nil(jbri*tnud^e>lffvkig*    the  laiid;  Bob 
began  buj/^ng  thär  propc»*^,  much  . 
against  the  advice,  of  his  brother  and  * 

others  supposedly  in  the  know.  He 
re<:aHed  buying quarter  section  foras 
little  as       and  always  paid  cash. 
"•I  knew  that  God  could  not  lay  out 

xxch  a  fiq^  'dountry  without  it  being 
ised  son^ei  V  tfknsCior  farm?,"  he 

ecoiieet^.":.     '     :       ,  • 

One  of  -Bob  Oberfelder's  more 
)roritable  deals  involved  school  land, 
Vfter  being  tunrjed  Ijack  to  the  state  by 
he  original  lessees^  Bob  acquiiA^^d  ihr 
eases  oq  58  sections  in  Cheyeime 
bounty  and  abo4t  20  in  Kimball  County 
or  just  $5,60  rent  ier  yeir  (or  a  20*year 
ease.  He-r^led  ^hisit  no  one  else  bid 
>n  the  landand  hi^iofeer  was  IS  cents  an  < 
icre.     ;  \;t-'  ;  '.tT  •  ' 

He  at  once'wp^  V>  ihijcse  who  owned  ' 
ind  near  Live  scHool  sectioas  and  gave 
hem  first  chanqe  to  buy  the  leases  He  ' 
tarted' sdliin^  than  for  $150  and 
ventualiyreodvedas/high  as  $7,500  fbr 

-i^-W  ' 
"I  never  tyr^^i^vw  a;  man  whi 

/anted  tpsdlfoiÄ^9flA 
heap/'  he  wrote.,  * 


SOME  OF  THE  land  was  located  near 
Ltxigepole  and  was  divided  into  lots  for 
the  town  site.  It  was  here  that  Bob 
claimed  he  planted  the  lirsJ  alfalfa, 
then  known  as  lucerne,  ever  grown  in 
Nebraska. 

About  two  sections  of  the  property 
remained  in  the  Oberfelder  family  until 
a  few  years  agb  when  it  tvas  finally 
sold.  The  Oberfelder  Trust  still 
pi^^enLs  a  watch  lo  an  outstandmg 
senior  at  Lodgepoie  High  School  each 
year. 

Most  of  the  time  tjie  Oberf  elders  lived 
in  Sidney  they  were  the  only  Jewish 
family  in  the  territory.  However, 
Williim  said  that  as  far  as  he  knows 

there  was  no  anti  Semitism  and  relates 
that' his  grandmother  often  sent  her 

'  brood  to  the  Episcopal  church  so  th^'d 
gei  some  religious  training. 
,    '  Incidentally.  William  notes  that  the 
first  site  his  grandmother  saw  when  she  ' 
stepped  off  the  train  in  Sidney  as  a  new 
bride  was  two  horse  thieves  hanging 

^from  the  yardarni. 

^  -'Wflliam,  now  52J^reoaIls  liiat  he  often 
visited  his  Great-Uncle  Bob  in  Sidney 
He  notes  that  Bob  lived  in  the  upstairs. 

^^^"8  that  is  being  razed. 
While  the  stairway  was  dark,  fdain  and 
austere,  tl^  apartment  ''could  have 
been  in  the  finest  ISuropean  hotel.of  the  i 
'90s  era.'* 

It  was  decorated  with  oil  paintings, 
thick,  dark  red  drapes,  wooden  carved 
furniture,  over-stuffed  couches  and 
fancy  lanns  that  he  had  apparently  > 
purdiased/Vhile  tei  his  trips  to  Euirope 
or  the  Far  Ea^t,  William  recalls. 


^!  so  remember?  waking  up  one 
mornnv:'.  in  the  apartment  and  finding 
a  ^chrome,  p^rl-handled  .  pistol  under 


the  pillow,  obiviously  a  carryover  from 
the  days  when  the  law  of  the  gun  ruled 

Sidney. 

Hanna  Obf-rfelder  died  in  1922.  Joe  in 
1931  and  lu.h  in  the  late  1930  s  in 
Cheyenne,  where  h^  lived  in  his  iater 
years.. 

William  relates  that  on  Bob's  80th 
birthday  in  1935.  the  old-timer  gave  all 
his  relatives  who  came  to  visit  him 
$1,000.  However,  William  relates  that 
he  didn't  fare  so  well  on  one  of  his  visits. 

"He  offered  me  $20  but  I  trifd  to  be 
nicä  and  told  him  dad  had  given  me 
some  money  to  come  see  him.  So  he 
said  ckay  and  stuck  the  money  back  m 
his  pocket,"  the  FYanklin,  Mich., 
businessman  said  with  a  chuckle  over 
the  telephone. 

Among  those  who  worked  on  the 
buiMing  that  is  now  biting  the  dust  was 
Martin  Cape,  a  stone  mason  and  father 
of  Bob  Cape,  a  Dalton  farmer.  Bob 
Cape  still  has  a'rpceijpt  made  out  to  his 
father  that^  Boh  OhlerXelde^  gave  him 
that  is  datt'ii  Sept.  24,  1887.  for  $14  (roin 
Jenner  anci,McCuley,  who  apparently 
were  the  contractors  on  the  structure. 

After  being  vacated  by  the  Ober- 
f elders,  the  building  had  been  used  by  a 
shoe  irepair  s;hop,  a  bor  and  barber 
shop,  Orville  Filsinger,  whose  firm  has 
been  knocking  the  walls  down,  notes 
that  after  90  years  the  structure  wasn't 
in  too  good  a  shape  anymore. 

Here's  hoping  ,  though,  that  in  the 
years  to  come  the  colorful  family  that 
^ected  it  will  long  be  remembered. 


■J 


I 


Births 


Mr. 


A  V  ORK  A  ALLISON  OWEN 
and  Mis.  Duane  Owen  of  Chappell 
^re  the  parent^  of  a  6  pound,  13».^  ounce 
daughter,  Andrea  Allison,  born  Jan.  31  at 
8:S0  p.m.  •  > 

Grandparents  are  and  Mrs.  Ltoyd 
Oweh  of  Chappell  and  Mr.  and  Mrs,  John 
Biehle  of  Norfolk. 

Great  grandmother  is  Mrs.  Erwin  Ties 
of  Norfolk. 


BILLY  JO  o>x  JR. 
Mr  and  Mrs,  Bill  J  <  ox  of  Sidney  are' 
the  parents  oHa  4  pound,  J5  ounce  son,  Billy 
Jo,  born  Feb.  2  at  10:32  a.m.     '  * 
•V  He  has  s  sister  Candace  Louise.' 

Grandparents  are  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Franklin  Cox  of  Sidney  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Francis  Merrell  of  Crawford. 

GreiBt  grahdmothers  «re  Mts.  Maude 
Merrell  of  Gibbon;  Npb.,  arid  Mrs.  Myrüe 
Schneider  of  T;yndAU,.S,D.  ^ 
-  -  —  -    -   ,  .  


Sorge  part ici pol 

9 

i 

i  Navy  Fire  Control 
Technician  Second  Class 
Bruce  C.  Sorge,  son  of 
Mildred  Sorge  of  Sidney, 
recently  participated  in 
exercise  "Readex  1-77"  in 
the  South  China  -  and 
Phihppme  Seas. 

He    is    serving    as  a 
crewmember  aboard  the' 
nuclear  powered  guided 
missile  cruiser  USS  Long 


r 


Haveahccut 
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JACK  Ii.  LOWE 


THE  SANDS  OF  TiMK  FT,OW  ON:  Bill  Oberfelder  of  Rancho 
CA  Sopped  at  Sabm  s  Amoco  Station  the  other  day  and 
^Üindered  ff  Se  still  is  anyone  around  who  remembers  the  Ober- 

w'e'' an  assure  Bill  that  the  Oberfelders  are  remembered  with 

''Sll•s"?ÄwL^Ä  oÄder.  who  was  the  son  of  Judge  an  d 
J^eph  oKlder^Biirs  great  uncle  was  the  legendary  Col. 

""^Ä  c£rf..ldor  came  west  fron.  N..  .orR  in  the  1870's 
at  about  the  time  of  The  Black  Hills  Gold  l^^^h. 

The  Oberfelders  opened  a  furnishings  and  supply  store  tor  me 

firswÄ*  fodSm^  and  hunter.  T1..V  nlso  wer.  astut.^  prop- 
erty bSyerTand  investors.  They  ma>nuuP,e.i  nmrketing  ^connections 
Äld  acquaintances  in  New  York  and  helped  wnte  a  fascinating 
Btorvofhowthe  west  v.'as  renlly  won.  j„  -niii  ;„of 

D^i  anyone  retnen.! >er  the  .Oberfelders?  They  sure  do.  B  1  just 
as  thev  reinember  Buffalo  Bill  and  Calamity  Jane  and  Wild  Bill 
Hickok  J^^d  mily  the  Kid  and  all  of  those  other  frontier  characters 
wWot  more  publicity  than  the  Oberfeldet  s  but  probably  didn  t  do 
r^mÄSy  down?  solid  foundation  for  the  heritage  that  came 
our  way  down  through  frenerations.  „      »a/>,oH«  now 

The  Oberfelders  built  their  store  of  native  stone      what  is  now 
10th  Avenue  at  the  site  now  utUized  for  a  public  P^^^^nS^««^«"  fjL 
west^de  of  ioth  at  Hickory  Street.  Col.  Bob.  a  l^fe^one  ^^f,^?^^ 
iTvel  upstairs  Joe  andhis  f/mHy  had  a  home  across  the  street  from 
what  is  now  the  United  States  Postoffices  on  ?V"°if  ^^'f  , 

M«r,I  «f  tli«  Oberfelder  children  remained  in  Sidney  alter  tney 

«.«^u         seem  to^^^^  5'— ^Bi'^'^  ''^"^  ^" 

The'  oTe^rrLember  hest  is  .^^^^'-^^^^^  ^ 
t«{«^*T.anf  onfrpnroruHir  and  s  lovvman  \n  Denver,  inere  were  lour 
S^Sve  ofhe^s  B^^^^^^^^     daughters,  who  often  came  back  to  see  the 
;;?;nt.  ar,d  their  Uncle  gob. Jhere  h«n t  been  «1  O^^^ 

We  re  going^to  wnw  w^v^P  „  trade- 

^'i^ä^^M^r  ^and  Bob  came  out  W  New 
YoAtohSpSiike  western  histb^         could  we  forget  them? 

EriJS^fÄh^^Ä^^^ 

SirS  y^S«  fill  a  column  like  this  with  mimmum  effort.  For 

■  '"^a?HARDY'  sign  atop  the  apartnient  ^^^^^\--^^^'}^^^^ 
Jackson  Street  gives  us  goosebumps  ^  ^t^^^^f 
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Est  -- !   led  In  I87:t 


wBWHfttcn^  or  1^  foonvHBmi  vvtt 


Im. 


^  _ /Oboifclder  largoft 


tbmkm/fxv^  taiUiii^.  caoitnicted  of 
fraiuiar jtnafair«  Jacalid  « IMh  Stmt 


ce  feafe^er  /or  tbr/Wn  busipess  I 


wdlel  candirUac  a 

*    '    ottirot  pf  New  York, 

old  »tone  stnicturi.  U 
tbec  kiwlni 


tte 


lUMroad^wIM  'ftm  m 
■treet  to  the  Dörth 

BOB  OBO&rH>  i     KR   «  aaid  to 
have  bean  ^  inon  outcotag  «f  the 
pair.  Hex«iwrtcdiy<4fi«d  a  mUlaaaire. 
ibly  t^,fiM(ib'3tldi  va0M.  A 

..^  iHrirBf«;  heaerved 

Stdmy'am«vpr»%M  treannr  oT  the 

DgturaUy^^    charter  inmWu?^  M*io«c  Ixdg^ 
Unioo  PactTic    and  a  nieniW  U  ibe-^fts  Lodr  *^ 
country  dub  '  ''f 

in  a  abort  btograpfaical  AHA  of  his 
lUe.  Bob  alao  adLadi  dtat  waa 
inUdfe«  ;ar$H;i^^  «Ute  FUb 
Oaanaüadtaq  ^or  d^  y«««  «Bd  Mmd  M 


president  of  the  American  Euiloraboo 
Co  Ke  was  named  a  cocnd  tw 
Nebraska  Gov.  a  C  Schattanb««' 
•ad  cwfied  that  Utk  (er  imy  yaan. 

BesMaa  bclaf  'an  aatuU  mer- 
chandiser, B9b  aeqtired  i  !arge 
aetauiit  of  land  at  bar^tn  txtseraefit 
pnces  Ünoghout  the  region  and  ts 
remembered  as  a  work]  traveler  by 
long  tune  Sidney  reaideiits.  He  is  said  to 
have  journtad  cMaoaivaly  at  a  time 
when  it  was  vary  mttnanon  to  do  ao 
and  may  have  0»e  «RNind  the  world. 
-  Jooi  m  Ihe  othv  haad,  was  a  mere 
.  lav^ny,  CaasÜy  man  wfto  took  care  cf 
/  lhadelaUi,  kept  the  bocka  ror  tte  Rim 


wins 


state.  VOD  contest 


In  the  speech  he  gave  to  win  the 
Nebraska  Voice  ot  Democracy  Coolest 
Ibm  Hertiokiriieiroer  ofPoUcr  tilt  or  a 
bus  trip  he  took  last  sunimcr.  iod  as  the 
retulkorMs  vi4;tory  wlU  gel  to  do  plenty 
of  traveling. 

The     amiouncement     of  Her 
boidsheimer's  victory  was  ma>ir 
Saturday  during  the  Mid-Winier 
Conference  of      Veterans  of  Foreign 
Wars  and  Auxiliary  held  in  Nocfolk. 

He  is  believed  to  be  the  fini  stole 
winner  of  the  cootoet  from  Oe  south- 
ern Panhandle. 

A  Juiior  at  PoUer  High  SdMOl, 
Herboldsheimcr.will  participate  in  (he 
national  coriest  to  be  held  March  4-9  in 
WashipgioQ,  D.C.,  and  then  attatd  the 
1977  American  Academy  of 
AcUevemenU  Salute,  to  Eisellenoe 
Weekend  at  Disneytrorld  near  Oriaiatoi 
Fla..  June  »-36.  Both  tri^  will  be 
all-expense  pbid. 

Second  in  the  state  contest  went  to 
Puistie  Hasdt  of  Bassett  and  ttaiid  to 
Dave  Canknl    NeMi  Ftolte. 


Tom 
lierboldsheimi 


The  aid  Obcrfelder  Building,  with  iu  fancy 
f«ea4c  and  tou  of  history,  haa  been  rased  Ike  peat 

Hearing 
on  courts 


few  votks.  It  was  sold  to  havg^^tfo  tbo  alto  ofi 
Sldaty*«  bustosi  reuU  store  al  «ih  tlaig^  '  1. 

'  1 


The  national  contest  includes  five' 
college  scholarships  ranging  from 
11.500  to  $10.000  In  value. 

lilCRBOLDSHEIMEa  and  Mary 
Louise  Knapp  of  Kimball,  who  w»  the 
runnenv  in  the  district  Voice  of 
Democracy  Coolest,  swapped  places  in 
I  he  Am  eri  can  Le  gi  on '  5^  '  i  s  i  n  c  t 
Oratorical  Contest  held  S un da >  at 
Mitiatare 

MuB  Knapp,  the  daugoler  of  Mr.  and 
Mn.  John  O.  Knapp  and  a  sophomore 
g_  at-Kimball  County  High  School,  won  the 

A  TOT^  OP  1.3«  atudJi^iMtft.^  district  contest  for  the  second  year  in  a 

 row  whileilerboldsheima-  was  second. 

TWrd  went  to  Nick  Swanstrom,  a  senior 
at  Sidney  High  School.  Prlzea  of  f25,  |I5 
and  no  were  given 
'    Miss  Knapp  wil)  participate  in  the 
sUte  contest-in  Uncain  in  February. 

VFW  Departroenl  Commander  Carl 
Scfaroeder  of  Tekamkh  will  acconpany 
Herboldsheimer  to  Washington  in 
Uarch.  Mr.  and  Mrs  M  trion  Whitaker 
of  Sidney,  former  department  com- 
rii^ruier  and  auxiliary  president  of  the 
.Vbr,ibtui  VPW,  respecuvely,  plan  to 
also  attend  (hp  mid-winter  corJerence 
in  ^(hc  nation's  capiltti  where  the 
national  cnmpctilion  will  hr>  hHd 


lidpated  in  the  state  oompetitiea  at  the 
tocal  level.  As  the  stoto  wima-^jlcr- 
baldMiner  received  1300  in  savings 
bonds.  He  l5  the  son  of  Mr  and  Mn, 
KJnIey  Herbokisheimer.  ^ 

^The  topic  of  this  >'cars  ctnte«  is 
**What  America  Means  to  Me  " 

Herboldsheimer.  In  his  speech,  IcUs 
how  he  took  many  of  Amoka's 
freedoms  for  granted  until  Iv  went  on 
the  bus  triplasi  summer  and  sal  next  to 
■y  visitor  from  Germany  who  had  seen 
peuple  Iry  to  break  through  the  Berlin 
wall  to  freedom  and  fail. 

"As  1  talked  with  him  I  started  to 
learn  what  America  means  lo  nw  In 
;ii.«ii>  (tihcr  Lrtiiniries  Imndnti«  u\ 


und  raised  eig^t  cfaiidmi. 

All  dght-Blaodw.  CUrabdle.  Sid 
oey,  UlUan,  Arthur,  Leona,  Irving  and 
Haiel -are  now  daeiBaaed.  Indog'a  aoD. 
Wflham.  now  g  Iwatonamsii  m  the 
Detroit  area,  la  Ike llnl male  with  the 
Oberfeldar  name  «wfag  Iran  -t' 
faniily  (bat  had  Sttey  t9o6 
piled  the  Tetegrapb  with  com.ckeiauL 
inforroabon  abou4  ttae  dan  while  other 
dau  for  this  story  was  obtained  from 
Sidney's,  historian  oncritus,  Ctork 
Fullcr.  . 

IroniGally,  two  of  the  cUldPco  Joe 
and  Hanna  Oberfalder.  never  had  an> 
chUdren  and  the  other  six  had  just  one 


THE  STORY  U  toM  by  William 
Oberfelder  that  Us  Great-Unde  Bob 
once  related  to  Urn  ftat  he  left  school  at 
age  U  after  thrawtog  ao  talk  veil  at  4iis 
tonchcr.  Bob'a  vaiäbtfaer.  a  wealthy 
tnan,  then  gave  Hm  "a  miUkn  dollan^ 
worth  of  advice  "  He  reportedly  handtnl 
the  grandson  a  dollar  bill  and  said 
'^here's  a  buck,  eat  well  on  the  road 

Bob  Oberfeider.  in  his  memdrs.  said 
he  moved  to  Council  BhiOs.  Iowa,  in 
1174  to  work  for  Ms  Uncle  Isaac  in  a 
store.  A  short  wMIe  later.  Bob  was  in 
Omaha  and  met  the  president  of  thi 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  who  save  lam  a 
pass  to  Cheyenne  and  back 

The  train  atopped  in  Sidne)'  for  atwu'. 
30  minutes  for  break/ast  and  while 
here,  he  learned  that  ibere  were 
worthwhile  stores"  io  Sicfciey.  Upon  hi5 
return  trip.  Obeifelder  remained  in 
Sittocy  an  extra  da^  to  9've  it  Ihe  once 
over. 

There  were  anl>  a  few  t>uil(iii%i  u. 
the  town,  but  the  ouüook  wäs  good 
There  were  still  about  I.OQO  soldiers  al 
Ft.  Sidney  and  the  Sidn^-Deadwood 
Trail  was  opening  to  Ihe  gold  fieitfe  ta 
the  Black  Hilla. 

Thus.  Bob  contacted  his  brother,  u  *k. 
was  working  U  hours  a  day  for  S\h  ^ 
month  in  Council  Bluffs,  and  I  nc!< 
Isaac.  The  trothers  had  about  Sfx/) 
between  them  while  Uncle  i&aac  had 
good  credit  rating  and  the  alore  was 
opened  in  1876. 

.  THE  FIRST  STOCK  was  mosttv 
goods  Trom  the  Council  Bluffs  store 
that  hadn't  sddsnd  Uncle  Isaac  went  lu 
Chicago  and  bought  some  more  gu«- 
moded  items  for  the  Sidney  bus:ne£f 
that  weren't  well  accepted  here,  either 

But  the  farothen  soon  began  doir^ 
their  own  buying  and  within  four 
months  the  store  was  making  money 

In  his  story.  Bob  recalled  that  the 
first  trainwhisüed  into  Sidney  ai  4  a  r. 
and  they  never  closed  the  store  until 
midnight.  They  often  took  in  over  Sliht 
before  6  a.m.  he  recullecutl 


Abraham  Oberfelder  paused  on  the  Mam  Street  of  East  Westmoreland  village  in  the  1870s. 
Obertelder  passed  through  the  region  on  his  way  home  to  New  York.  He  must  have  been  a 
surprising  sight  as  he  walked  through  the  countryside  with  this  huge  pack  balanced  on  his  back. 
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